What is the impact of political language upon public opinion toward European integration? Based on media analysis, public opinion data, and more than 140 in-depth interviews with senior officials and campaigners, EceÖzlem Atikcan examines six EU referendum votes: in Spain, France, the Netherlands, and Luxembourg on the European Constitution in 2005; and in Ireland on the Lisbon Treaty in 2008 and 2009. In all instances, polls show that the voting public favored the referendum proposals before the campaigns began, yet this initially positive public opinion melted away in three of these six cases. Why did this occur? Atikcan demonstrates that the key to the puzzle lies in political campaigns, where argument strategies can, at least temporarily, reverse public opinion enough to affect referendum outcomes. Providing a critical analysis of campaign strategy and EU communication policy, this book will be essential reading for academics, policymakers, politicians, and future campaigners.
This book is about how political language affects public opinion toward European integration. Referendums on European treaties have become more and more controversial since the Maastricht Treaty, but the subject gained utmost importance when the French and Dutch rejected the European Constitution within a few days of each other. Most intriguingly, the Irish public first rejected but then approved the Lisbon Treaty. Even though the existing studies emphasized the importance of referendum campaigns, most research on the subject did not interview the actors on the field. I have been fascinated with the actual campaigners, the frontline actors, and how they explained this incredibly complex entity and its technical treaties to their public. More than 140 in-depth interviews with campaigners and senior EU officials, who included European ministers, members of parliament, party strategists, civil society activists, EU civil servants, and Members of the European Parliament, demonstrate that political actors' campaign arguments can indeed, at least temporarily, reverse public opinion enough to influence referendum results.
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